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DISCUSSION 
Melanocytoma is a variant of melanocytic nevus in which there is classical 
hyperpigmentation in the optic disc, which may contiguously involve the 
retina or adjacent choroid. Characterized by a dark brown color and 
histologically composed of round or oval nevus cells, pigmented, with benign 
characteristics - which differs from malignant melanoma. They are likely to be 
present since birth, but the diagnosis is made on average at age 50, most 
females. They can be single or multiple and may show slow growth in 10-15% 
of cases. It is usually isolated. Most patients do not have significant visual 
impairment. The condition occurs due to loss of visual level due to retinal 
exudation or tumor necrosis – rare cases. Melanocytoma can cause damage  
to visual field such as an increase in the blind spot and nerve fiber defects. 
Patient may present with scotomas. The diagnosis is clinical and imaging tests. 
As melanocytoma rarely progresses to malignant melanoma, a fundus 
examination can be performed annually. 


